ABA Chief Says Courts 
W ill Protect the Press 


United Presa International 

Expressing concern over the 
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ing and the press generally, 
the president of the American 
Bar Association said yesterday 
that courts will not allow re- 
peal of the First Amendment: 
Robert W. Meserve of Bos- 
ton said the “track record” of 


compel greater ‘objectivity’ in 


that the right of a free press 
“becomes a dangerous thing in 
the eyes of those who see it 
working to their disadvantage, 
whether it be to their political 
ambitions or to their business j 
interests. 


the courts has, on the whole, 
been protective of a free press 
despite a decision by the Su- 
preme Court last term deny- 
ing reporters a constitutional 
right to withhold the identity 
of their news sources. 

In a speech prepared for de- 
livery at the National Press 
Club in observance of Law 
Day, Meserve said one of the 
messages of Law Day is “the 
indispensibility of an inde- 
pendent judiciary.” He said 
“the not-so-subtle pressure to 


